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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



/I 



C^d^ V ^ method for validating gaming vouchers printed by an electronic 
gaming Viachine, comprising the steps of: 

receiving voucher identification information at a v^ireless, portable 
computer devJce, said voucher identification information corresponding to a 
voucher printed by an electronic gaming machine; 

transmitting/\)ver a wireless connection, a voucher validation request 
from the wireless, portable computer device to a remote wireless interface, said 
remote wireless interface Connected to a central network computer; 

conveying the voucher validation request from the remote wireless 
interface to the central networlcscomputer; 

retrieving a voucher record^ in a voucher database based upon said 
voucher identification information; 

confirming, based on payment in^rmation in said voucher record, that 
the corresponding voucher has not yet beeK paid; 

updating said voucher record to indicate that the voucher has been 

paid; 

transmitting, via said remote wireless interface, a voucher pay-out 
approval from said central network computer to a\said wireless, portable 
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coiTiputer device if said voucher record was found and not yet paid, or else a 
voucher pay-out disapproval if either said voucher record was not found or else 
the vouojier was already paid; and 

displ^ving an indication of said voucher pay-out approval or voucher 
pay-out disapproval on-screen at said wireless, portable computer device. 

2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
reading a pay-om amount from said voucher record; 

transmitting, alongV/ith said voucher pay-out approval indication, said 
pay-out amount from the central network computer to said portable computer 
device via said remote tronsminer; and 

displaying said pay-out amount at said portable computer device. 

3. The method of claim 1 , furrher comprising the steps of: 
transmitting from an electronic gaming machine, when the voucher is 

initially printed out, said voucher identification information and the pay-out 
amount to said central network computer; and 

creating and storing a voucher recorck in said voucher database in 
response to said voucher identification information\ 
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4. 



IB method of claim 3, wherein said voucher identification 



information comprises oTnqchine identifier and a time stamp indicating a time 
at which the voucher was initiallyf>qnted out. 



5. The method of claim 1, wherein said wireless, portable computer 
device comprises a personal digital assistant. 




A system for validating gaming vouchers printed by an electronic 
gaming machine, the system comprising: 

a wirelessv portable computer device, said wireless, portable computer 
device comprising a display, a data input interface, and a radio transceiver; 

a remote wireless^ interface capable of communicating with said radio 
transceiver; 

0 central computer ccWiected to said remote wireless interface, said 
central computer programmed wHh a voucher verification program; and 

0 voucher database connecte^^to said central computer; 

wherein said voucher verificotionXprogram receives voucher validation 
requests electronically from said wireless, portable computer device via said 
remote wireless interface, confirms the existence of a corresponding voucher 
record in said voucher database, confirms that the^youcher has not yet been 
paid, updates the voucher record, if unpaid, to reflect that the voucher has 
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been paid, and sends, via said wireless interface, a voucher pay-out approval 
indication to said wireless, portable connputer device if said voucher was not yet 
paid, or et^e a voucher pay-out disapproval indication to said wireless, portable 
computer device; and 

wherein sa|d wireless, portable connputer device receives voucher 
validation request irvfornriation through its data input interface, transnnits voucher 
validation requests toXsoid central connputer via its radio transceiver, and 
displays voucher pay-out\approval and disapproval indications on-screen in 
response to receiving them from said central computer. 

7. The system of claim 6, ^herein said voucher verification program 
reads a pay-out amount from said voucher record, if unpaid, and sends, via said 
wireless interface, said pay-out amount to\aid portable computer device along 
with said voucher pay-out approval indication: and 

wherein said wireless, portable computeK device displays said pay-out 
amount at said portable computer device. \ 

8. The system of claim 6, further comprising!^ a gaming machine 
interface connected between said central computerXand one or more 
electronic gaming machines, wherein an electronic gamingViachine transmits 
voucher identification information and pay-out amount to^said central 
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computen^a said gaming machine interface each time a voucher is printed 
out from the electronic gaming machine, and wherein said central computer 
creates and stores CKvoucher record in said voucher database in response to 
said voucher identificatiohvin formation. 

9. The system of clairk 8, wherein said voucher identification 
information comprises a machine identifier and a time stamp indicating a time 
at which the voucher was initially printed out. 

10. The system of claim 6, wherein said wireless, portable computer 
device comprises a personal digital assistant. 

11. The system of claim 10, wherein said data input interface of said 
personal digital assistant comprises a keyboard or keypad. 

12. The system of claim 10, wherein said data input interface of said 
personal digital assistant comprises a touchscreen or stylus. 
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A method for on-line or off-line validation of ganning vouchers 



printed by, an electronic ganning machine, said method comprising the steps of: 



receiving voucher identification information at a wireless, portable 
computer device, said voucher identification information corresponding to a 
voucher printed W an electronic gaming machine; 

transmitting, NDver a wireless connection, a voucher validation request 
from the wireless, portable computer device to a remote wireless interface, said 
remote wireless interfaoe connected to a central network computer; 

conveying the voucher validation request from the remote wireless 
interface to the central neW/ork computer; 

attempting to retrieveya voucher record in a voucher database based 
upon said voucher identification information; 

confirming, if said vouche\ record was retrieved, that the corresponding 
voucher has not yet been paid based on payment information in said voucher 
record, and transmitting, via said reViote wireless interface, a voucher pay-out 
approval from said central network\ computer to a said wireless, portable 
computer device if said voucher was not yet paid, or else a voucher pay-out 
disapproval if said voucher record was already paid; 

displaying, if said voucher record was retrieved, an indication of said 
voucher pay-out approval or voucher pawout disapproval on-screen at said 
wireless, portable computer device; 
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psmitting, if said voucher record could not be retrieved, a voucher 
record unavailable indication fronn said central netvs^ork connputer, via said 
rennote wireless interface, to said wireless, portable connputer device; 

receiving said voucher record unavailable indication at said wireless, 
portable connpuW device and, in response thereto, displaying on off-line error 
message; \ 

receiving a voucher amount at said wireless, remote computer device 
after displaying said off-line error message; 

transmitting soia voucher amount and said voucher identification 
information, via said wireless interface, to said central network computer from 
said wireless, portable computer device; and 

preparing a voucher database reconciliation record at said central • 
network computer for updattng said voucher database at a subsequent time to 
reflect that .the voucher has been paid. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of, in 
connection with transmitting saidwoucher pay-out approval to said wireless, 
portable computer device, updating said voucher record to indicate that the 
voucher has been paid. 
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15. The method of claim 1 3, further comprising the steps of: 
reading a pay-out amount from said voucher record; 
transmitting, along with said voucher pay-out approval indication, said 
pay-out amount from the central network computer to said portable computer 
5 device via said remote transmitter; and 

displaying said pay-out amount at said portable computer device. 



\Q \ l\ The method of claim 1 3, further comprising the steps of: 

2 ^ 

transWiitting from an electronic gaming machine, when the voucher is 
jjglO initially printed out, said voucher identification information and the pay-out 
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amount to said ceritral network connputer; and 

creating andXstoring a voucher record in said voucher database in 
response to said vouchV identification infornnation. 



15 17. The method of\ claim 16. vs^herein said voucher identification 

information comprises a machine identifier and a time stamp indicating a time 
at which the voucher was initially printed out. 

18. The method of claim 13, "wherein said wireless, portable computer 
20 device comprises a personal digital assistant. 
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^Jo A system for validating gaming vouchers printed by an electronic 

gaming m6chine, the system comprising: 

a plurality of wireless, portable computer devices, each of said v\/ireless, 
portable computer devices comprising a display, a data input interface, and a 
radio transceiver; 

a remote wirel^s interface capable of communicating with the radio 
transceivers of said wireless, portable computer devices and distinguishing 
transmissions therefrom; 

a central computer co^inected to said remote wireless interface, said 
central computer programmed >^th a voucher verification program; and 
a voucher database connected to said central computer; 
wherein said voucher verification program receives voucher validation 
M requests electronically from said wireless, portable computer devices via said 

s \ 

3 remote wireless interface, confirms the existence of a corresponding voucher 

=^ \ 

15 record in said voucher database for each received voucher validation request, 
confirms that the voucher has not yet been paid, updates the voucher record, if 
unpaid, to reflect that the voucher has been paid, and sends, via said wireless 
interface, a voucher pay-out approval indication to the wireless, portable 
computer device originally sending the voucheK validation request if said 

20 voucher was not yet paid, or else a voucher pay-o\t disapproval indication; 
and 
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whereiTKeach wireless, portable computer device originally transmitting a 
voucher validation request receives the voucher validation request information 
through its data inpuKjnterface, transmits voucher validation requests to said 
central computer via its rqdio transceiver, and displays voucher pay-out 
5 approval and disapproval indica^ons on-screen in response to receiving them 
from said central computer. \ 



20. The system of claim 19, wherein said voucher verification program 

O 

^2 reads a pay-out amount from the corresponding voucher record, if unpaid, and 
100 sends, via said wireless interface, said pay-out amount to the requesting 
[Jl portable computer device along with said voucher pay-out approval 

'L, indication; and 

\n 

|1" wherein the wireless, portable computer device receiving said pay-out 

p amount displays it. 

iiix^ The system of claim 19, further comprising a gaming machine 
interface col^nected between said central computer and one or more 
electronic gaming rrfachines, wherein on electronic gaming machine transmits 
voucher identification inrbqriation and pay-out amount to said central 
20 computer via said gaming macniRe interface each time a voucher is printed 
out from the electronic gaming machirt^ and wherein said central computer 
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creates and\tores a voucher record in said voucher database in response to 
said voucher identification infornnation. 

\ 

22. The system of claim 21, wherein said voucher identification 
5 information comprises a machine identifier and a time stamp indicating a time 
at which the voucher was initially printed out. 
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23. Th^ssystem of claim 19, wherein each of said wireless, portable 



computer devices coiqriprises a personal digital assistant. 
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